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Neither dogmatic nor synchronic bias in reinterpretations

of the archaisms in modern Chinese

SU Bao-rong
(Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang, Hebei 050016, China)

Abstract: In the current reinterpretations of archaisms in modern Chinese coexist the dogmatically ety -
mological biased dominance and synchronic biased tendencies, both of which violate the historical evolution
of languages. Language is known as a historical continuum, so the precise meaning of either classic ar-
chaisms or present new coinages cannot be obtained via the synchronic approach without considering the
contexts.
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