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Pragmatism and the Practicality of Aesthetic Education:

A Current Reflection of “Replacing Religion with Aesthetic Education”

WANG Yaqin, WANG Yuting
(School of Literature, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang, Hebei 050024, China)

Abstract : In the past hundred years, the idea of “replacing religion with aesthetic education,” with its
originality and enlightening nature, provided a frame of reference for rebuilding the national belief on the basis
of a reconciliation of the ancient and the modern, the Eastern ideas and the Western thought. As a part of the
social and cultural movement at that time, to a certain extent, it laid a pragmatic rationale for Chinese modern
aesthetic spirit. Today, the generally outdated aesthetic thoughts, the utilitarian tendency of aesthetic educa-
tion and the disconnection between aesthetic education theory and practice pose new challenges to contempora-
ry aesthetic education. Pragmatic aesthetics, especially Dewey’ s “functional theory of art,” provides us with
abundant theoretical resources to get rid of the “non — utilitarian” aesthetic belief and realize the practicality of
aesthetic education. Therefore, it is a new path for the future development of aesthetic education to look back
and reflect on Cai Yuanpei’s aesthetic education proposition one hundred years ago from the perspective of
pragmatism, and orient the contemporary aesthetic education toward the discussion of life.

Key words: replacing religion with aesthetic education; aesthetic education; pragmatist aesthetics;

aesthetic disinterest
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